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gence Agency,” presents a 
solid history of an often dis 
puted theme Its author, tno 
young to have served in OSS 
Himself, speny a short time tn 
CIA, bur ftett tt to lecture yn 
politica, sclenee in California. 
While th CIA he found out 
enough about its preceeessor 
the OMice of Strategic Ser 
vices, to want to wrile on it; 
and now produces as thorough 
a study as can be made of such 
a body without access ty its own 
archives, His main sources are 
the memories of surviving par: 
ticipants, some of them mast 
forthcoming, and a host. of 
ather people's buoks, varying 
as widely in their reliability a3 
do backs written about £0 


There are many Aaratonres 
between OSS and SON: ne 
surprisingly, as the J’ritise 
body provided one of the 
models for the American. 
Their total strengths, about 
18,606 men and women cach, 
were neary the same. Both 
were trying to do the sane 


sort of thing: work in enomy 
territory to organise sabotave, 
disruption, and resistance. 
OSS, not formed until a 
had a broader mission. 
SOW, for it fneluded espion: noe 
and propaganda among its 
tasks. Both roused the saine 
sort of antagoulsm among 
older-estab ished bodies such 
as the other aermec servier, 
Pad tae 


security services. 

Both employed brilliant 
amateurs brought in from the 
worlds of business, Jearning, 
and ontertainnient, Roth 
included men who did well for 
thenise!ves after the war — 
Mfr Harris Seith keeps 
dropping names af nmilion 
aires, along with there of 
generals and professors, in his 


* footnotes explatuing what hap 
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pee 


survivars after 
Wards Path tie some fear 
some scandals: we have here 
the original, in Bertin in Lt, 
of the “*t and Moe mm erprises’ 
of Uellers “Cota. And 


pened ta the 
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OSS: The Secret tistory.. of 
dimerica’s Lirst Central Intel, 
ligence Ayeney, by RK, Harris 
Smith (University ef  Cali4 
fornia, £3.95), 
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both were wound up soon after; 
the war. 

Lite or nothing that OSS 
did could be dissuciated from 
polities; Utis gives a political 
historian plenty to diseuss. 
Amon his most interesting 
chapters are thase ou llaly and 
on the Far East. In the italian 
ease, rivalries with other Allied 
services ; the réle of the Aafia, 
dubious as always; divisions 
within OSS itself, of Sieh ; 

i 


author makes no secret; and 
the ea inherent in 
the Italian atternpt to change 
sides in the war, fed to 


ctr endous muddie. 

In Yast Asia, the Americans 
found themselves fivhting 
war with more sides than the 
Puivy were 


sus.omary two, 


acainsr the upaaese they 
were also against restoring 
Beitish oor Wrench imperta- 


T hey supported Chiang 
regime in China; 
sugpested theys 
migbt set better results} 
against the Japanese from 
Chiane’s enemy, Alao ‘Tse-tung. 
Americans on the — spot 
adunired the prospects held oul 
for Indo-China by a frail old 
man whose life an OSS doctor 
saved: ifo Chi Minh. 

Mr Woward Smith closes 
with a plea for a renewal of 
“the OSS passion for demo- 
cratic dissent" in the suicel 
cessor avency, fest “the realityt 
of CIA may svon coincide with 
is sinister imace in | 


Hsin, 
Kat-shek’s 
yet evidence 


intelectual community.” 
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